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Ms. Penny

Course Description:

This class will focus on the fundamentals of chemistry via lectures, hands on activities, worksheets, and laboratories.  Students will learn about laboratory safety and be able to make metric conversions as they apply to science.  We will investigate the different states of matter, explore the discovery of the periodic table, and analyze and write chemical formulas.
Textbook/Resources:

We will be using Glencoe’s Chemistry: Concepts and Applications for this class as well as readings from magazines, journals and other textbooks for the students to use and read during class time.

Classrooms and Consequences:
Because your child’s success in school depends in large part on working in an environment that is safe and caring it is important that your child follow all school and classroom rules, procedures and policies covered in their student handbook.  If infractions reach a level that is inappropriate, defiant, or abusive the student will immediately be referred to the Dean of Students.

Assignments/Assessment:

Students are assessed based on daily activities and participation, comprehension questions, writing assignments, lecture notes, and tests.  Make up work is the responsibility of the student.  If a student is absent then he or she must; a.) obtain a copy of any missed lecture notes from a fellow student, b.) get any missed assignments from the teacher; and c.) attend class on Friday to make up missed time.  

Homework/Classroom Work:

Chemistry is a subject that will require help in areas that prove difficult to understand and, because every parent is not a chemist or a scientist, all work will be done in class. Working during class time will allow students to either work in pairs, groups or individually with the teacher, thus giving them opportunities to seek different avenues of help when trying to understand chemistry concepts.  However, if a student fails to stay on task during class time the student will be responsible for completing his/her work at home or make arrangements to finish it on Friday of that week.  All classroom work is graded, therefore any student who fails to turn in work in a timely manner can and most likely will fail this class.

Grading:

This class will be graded on a point basis, not by weighted grades, which will be beneficial to those students who are not the best of test takers.  A student’s grade will depend solely on the quality of work turned in to the teacher.  Letter grades will be determined as follows: 90-100% = A, 80-89% = B, 70-79% = C, 60-69% = D.  Generally points will be awarded in the following way, however, the teacher reserves the right to make adjustments to point distribution when needed:


Laboratories – 100 points each


Activities – 40 points each


Worksheets – 10 –25 points each


Video Analysis – 30 points


Final Exam – 100 points

Extra Credit:

Those students who have turned in ALL of their assignments will be eligible for extra credit at the end of each block.

Laboratories:

Students will need to sign the attached Safety Guidelines contract in order to participate in the labs.  OSHA states that students are not allowed to eat or drink, except water, in science labs as this would be a health code violation, therefore, there will be no food or sodas allowed in class.

Supplies:


Students will need the following supplies for class:


Notebook


Folder


Pens and/or pencils (pens should be either blue or black NOT gel pens)

PLEASE RETURN THIS ENTIRE PAGE

Parent/Guardian Homework

You know your child better than anyone else.  Please take a few moments to “talk” to me about your child on this page.  This can be as simple or elaborate as you like.  I would like to know anything that will help make this year your child’s best ever!  I am convinced that you are a vital part of the education process.  I urge you to visit our classroom, volunteer, discuss problems or concerns and know that I am here for you and your child.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
My child and I have read and understand the rules, policies and procedures for the 2008-2009 school year.  We agree to abide by all the classroom requirements.

_____________________________

______________________________

Student Name




Student Signature

_____________________________

______________________________

Parent/Guardian Name



Parent/Guardian Signature

If you would prefer weekly updates, please provide me an email address or telephone number that you can be reached at.

___________________________________________________________________________________

Phone number or email address

Our vision here at Tucson Accelerated is “Improving minds…building relationships” and one way for us to do this is to have parents actively involved in their child’s education as well as the school community.  If you have any special skills or abilities that you would like to volunteer, please list them in the space provided.

1. 


2. 


3. 

